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MUNICIPAL POLICE TRAINING COMMITTEE VOTES TO INCORPORATE BIKE LAW TRAINING 

MassBike Praises Committee’s Move; Says It Will Help Bicyclists

Boston, MA: The Municipal Police Training Committee has officially voted to incorporate training on bicycle laws into their “In-Service Legal Update” program for Fiscal Year 2006, which provides professional development training for veteran officers. The Municipal Police Training Committee has also pledged to incorporate this training for new recruits in the near future. 

"MassBike commends the Municipal Police Training Committee for adopting this important curriculum on bicycle laws,” said MassBike Executive Director Dorie Clark. "Too often, police officers would like to help make bicycling in their communities safer, but may not have been trained in bicycle laws. Given that 16.5% of traffic deaths involve bicyclists or pedestrians, this training will benefit bicycling in Massachusetts and will make everyone safer on the roads.” 

The curriculum adopted by the Municipal Police Training Committee was developed by MassBike using a $50,000 grant from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and was completed in June of 2004. This innovative national curriculum project was initially launched with financial support from the Charles River Wheelmen, a local recreational bicycling group. 

Under Massachusetts law, bicyclists are considered drivers of vehicles with rights to use the public roads and the responsibilities to follow the same traffic laws as motorists. The training material shows that most car-bicyclist collisions occur when one or both parties fail to follow the rules of the road. MassBike supports greater enforcement to improve safety and increase respect for bicyclists using the roads 

Ensuring that police receive training on bicycle laws is a key component of The 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.massbike.org/projects/legislation.htm" \t "_blank" Bicyclists’ Bill of Rights and Responsibilities (H. 1411), one of MassBike’s key legislative priorities. The Public Safety Committee heard the bill on April 27, and another hearing is scheduled for June 29. 

MassBike, which was founded in 1977, and has 1400 dues paying members, was instrumental in the creation of the Minuteman Bike Path, now the second most popular trail in the U.S.; the passage of the 1996 Bicycle-Pedestrian Access Law; and the MBTA policy change allowing bikes on the T. 

For more information on MassBike, visit www.massbike.org. 

