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May 8, 2009

VIA EMAIL TO Anne Canadav, MEPA Analvst, Anne.Canadav@state.ma.us

Secretary lan A. Bowles
Execut ive Off ice of Energy and Environmental  Affairs
Attn: MEPA Off ice, EOEA #14384
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

RE: Comments on the Environmental  Not i f icat ion Form for the Longfel low Br idge Rehabi l i tat ion
Project

Dear Secretary Bowles:

The Massachusetts Bicycle Coal i t ion (MassBike) is pleased to provide these comments regarding the
Environmental  Not i f icat ion Form (ENF) for the Longfel low Bridge Rehabi l i tat ion Project.  The project
represents a once-in-a-century opportunity to not only restore the Longfel low Bridge to structural
soundness and histor ic character,  but to rethink how this vi tal  t ransportat ion corr idor wi l l  funct ion
dur ingtheest imatedT5-yearservicel i feof thereconstructedbr idgeandbeyond. Whi lethedesign
alternat ives presented in the ENF attempt to address, albei t  incompletely,  the urgent needs of bicycl ists
and pedestr ians who use the br idge, these al ternat ives ref lect nei ther current trends for t raf f ic on the
bridge nor forward-thinking to create a more sustainable transportat ion system.

MassBike's comments are summarized below and discussed in detai l  on the fol lowing pages.

Summarv

1. The design al ternat ives are inconsistent with the Governor 's health,  environmental ,  and
transportat ion object ives.

2. Update bicycle and pedestr ian counts.

3. Revisi t  t raf f ic growth assumptions and consider reducing the number of t ravel lanes.

4. Extend the project scope to f ix dangerous approaches.

5. lmprove bicycle access during construct ion,

6. Explore creat ive design opt ions that strongly encourage bicycl ing and walking.

7. Look for opportunit ies to create better connect ions to the esplanade.




