May 8, 2009

VIA EMAIL TO Anne Canaday, MEPA Analyst, Anne.Canaday@state.ma.us

Secretary lan A. Bowles

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Attn: MEPA Office, EOEA #14384

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: Comments on the Environmental Notification Form for the Longfellow Bridge Rehabilitation
Project

Dear Secretary Bowles:

The Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition (MassBike) is pleased to provide these comments regarding the
Environmental Notification Form (ENF) for the Longfellow Bridge Rehabilitation Project. The project
represents a once-in-a-century opportunity to not only restore the Longfellow Bridge to structural
soundness and historic character, but to rethink how this vital transportation corridor will function
during the estimated 75-year service life of the reconstructed bridge and beyond. While the design
alternatives presented in the ENF attempt to address, albeit incompletely, the urgent needs of bicyclists
and pedestrians who use the bridge, these alternatives reflect neither current trends for traffic on the
bridge nor forward-thinking to create a more sustainable transportation system.

MassBike's comments are summarized below and discussed in detail on the following pages.

Summary

1. The design alternatives are inconsistent with the Governor's health, environmental, and
transportation objectives.

2. Update bicycle and pedestrian counts.

3. Reuvisit traffic growth assumptions and consider reducing the number of travel lanes.
4. Extend the project scope to fix dangerous approaches.

5. Improve bicycle access during construction.

6. Explore creative design options that strongly encourage bicycling and walking.

7. Look for opportunities to create better connections to the esplanade.






