On-street petitioning
Thank you for taking part in MassBike’s petitioning campaign for the Vulnerable Road Users Bill. We are collecting signatures to encourage state representatives to co-sponsor the bill when it is introduced into the legislature in early 2011 (the next legislative cycle). The more co-sponsors the bill has, the more likely it will move through the legislature quickly. 

The Vulnerable Road Users Bill aims at increasing driver awareness of vulnerable road users (bicyclists and pedestrians) by increasing penalties against drivers that harm such road users. This includes increased suspension or outright loss of their license and community service based around traffic education. Overall, the bill aims to increase bicyclist safety on the road by increasing driver awareness.

Petitioning is an easy way to get friends, family, and co-workers knowledgeable about the bill. Bicyclists and pedestrians are very receptive to the Vulnerable Road Users bill and often will sign the petition without an explanation. Organizing a small group of petitioners is also an effective way to gain support. At MassBike we reach out to both pedestrians on the street and bicyclists commuting on roads or paths. We make sure that bicyclists have a safe place to pull over and that we are not endangering anyone by getting their attention. We bring handmade posters and flag down bicyclists as they ride by.

Below are some talking points about petitioning:

Where to start:

“We’re out petitioning for the new Vulnerable Road Users Bill, aimed at making bicyclists safer across the state by raising driver awareness.”

Commonly asked questions:

What’s MassBike?

· Massachusetts leading bicycle advocacy group

· Non-profit organization

What do you do?

· Protecting the rights and safety of cyclists

· Encouraging everyone to ride a bike

· Advocating for new bicycle infrastructure (paths, lanes, ect.)

· Making Boston a safer/more convenient place to ride

· Giving a voice to cyclists

· Making Bikes fun!

What’s this petition for? *The best place to find more info on the bill is the MassBike website*
· Vulnerable road users law

· Protecting cyclists

· Making drivers more aware/cautious

· Keeping reckless  drivers off the streets

· Giving an identity to cyclists

· Education motorists about how to treat vulnerable road users

What’s a vulnerable road user?

· Cyclist, pedestrian, rollerblader, skateboarder

What can I do to help?

· Sing our petition

· Volunteer

· Volunteer calendar at - massbike.org/get-involved/volunteer/
· Become a member 

· Talk to your friends and family about MassBike

Where can I get more info?

· Web: MassBike.org
· Email: volunteer@massbike.org 
· Call: 617-542-2453 

After you’ve completed your petitions, please send them back to:

MassBike

171 Milk St., Suite 33

Boston, MA 02109

Thank you for your help! We hope that with the support of people like you, we can speed the Vulnerable Road Users Bill through the legislator. If you have any questions, please contact the MassBike office at 617-542-2453 or email bikeinfo@massbike.org

